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JOINT STATEMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN AND THE SPANISH RED
CROSS

EXPLANATION OF POSITION

Madam Chair, following the adoption by consensus of the resolution entitled
“Building a universal culture of compliance with international humanitarian
law”, we would like to make a statement of our position on behalf of the
following delegations:

National Societies: see attached list

Governments: see attached list

We, the undersigned delegations, wish to recall that States are obliged to
respect and ensure respect for international humanitarian law. This
obligation is set out in Common Article 1 of the Four Geneva Conventions,
whose 75th anniversary we celebrate this year, as well as in Additional
Protocol | and other rules of IHL, including customary law. Moreover, the
existence of this obligation has been well established by international
jurisprudence and consistently recognized by doctrine.

This obligation constitutes one of the essential elements of international
humanitarian law and requires States to comply actively with IHL, but also to
take, to the extent possible, the necessary measures to ensure that other
States and individuals bring their conduct into conformity with IHL. To refrain
from complying with these two components of the obligation would be



tantamount to unduly diminishing the scope of a set of rules whose purpose
is none other than to protect the victims of armed conflicts and, therefore, to
protect Humanity.

The resolution adopted today by the Conference does not expressly include
the obligation to respect and ensure respect for IHL. Despite this, we have
joined the consensus, bearing in mind the great importance, especially at this
time, of adopting a resolution that promotes a truly universal culture of
compliance with IHL. However, our adherence to the consensus can in no
way be interpreted as a renunciation of the obligation to respect and ensure
respect for IHL, nor as the acceptance of a restrictive interpretation of its
scope, limited only to the Geneva Conventions. Nor do we consider that the
decision taken on this occasion should be considered as a precedent for the
future.

Having said that, Madam Chair, we cannot fail to express our deep
satisfaction at the adoption of a resolution that, we are sure, will make a
decisive contribution to promoting and consolidating a universal culture of
respect for international humanitarian law.

Our Conference meets under the motto “The Power of Humanity”. And
Humanity deserves no less.



